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CHAPTER I
Introduction
The community in which the writer teaches has no course
of study or list of spelling words to follow. Each teacher
is allowed to select her own material. For sometime the
question the writer has been concerned with is, "What Words
Shall I Teach My Pupils To Spell?"
This is an important consideration because of the danger
|
of drilling on words already known to some and of spending
time on other words for which the children will have no imme-
diate use in the written work.
The purpose of this study, therefore, is (1) to determine
a functional spelling vocabulary for the second grade, select-
ing words from the actual class work and (2) to compare the
findings of this investigation with standard word lists based
upon adult and childrens studies as reported by authorities
in the field.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS RESEARCH
The problem of deciding what words should be taught has
been considered from many viewpoints. Authorities differ on
the standards for selection and grading of words in spelling
lists.
Some believe that children should learn to spell the
words they use in speech and writing. Others are convinced
i.
V.
. Z
.
that the vocabulary used in adult life should be taught In
school as a preparation for that life. Studies in each of
these fields are reviewed here.
Research in the fields of Spelling presents (1) the selec-
tion of words which will function not only In the child’s pres-
ent writing but will also satisfy his adult needs, ( 2 ) the
placing of these words in so far as possible in the grade in
which the pupils need them, (3) the adapting of the size of the
vocabulary to the abilities and needs of the pupils . This
study is concerned with the first two fields of investigation.
The aim In teaching Spelling according to Tidyman^' Is "To
provide the pupil with words that he uses or will use in the
future in doing the writing involved in carrying on the every-
day affairs of life."
"Therefore spelling is most vitally connected with written
English. Hence, it should be closely correlated with this
subject and should be motivated by the immediate interests and
activities of the child ."
2
"In accordance with the purpose of Spelling, the vocabu-
rz
lary should contain only the common words needed in writing.
"
1. Tidyman, Willard F.
,
The Teaching of Spelling
,
p. 178,
Yonkers World Book Co., 1922
2. Mahoney, John J. Standards in English p. 25, Yonkers-on'
Hudson, N. Y.
,
World Book Co.
,
1919
3. Wilson, Guy M. & Hoke, Kremer J.
,
How To Measure, p . 7 ,
New York, The Macmillan Go.
,
1928.
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The objectives of spelling require the common words used by
children.
The ultimate reason for teaching spelling is that the
pupil, upon completion of his schooling should be able to spell
the most important words in adult writing. It is necessary,
therefore, to know the relative importance of words in the
writing done by adults. For this purpose the data in the mon-
4 5
ograph "A Basic Writing Vocabulary” seem adequate. This
monograph is based on a carefully controlled sampling of over
five million running words of adult writing and furnishes
credit numbers which show the relative importance of words in
that writing.
Investigations of adult writing needs have been criticized
on the ground that they do not disclose the writing needs of
children in a given grade, as for example the second grade.
These investigations show precisely what they were Intended to
show; namely, the words which adults need to spell In life
outside the school.
The only way to discover what words are most frequently
written by second grade children is to tabulate words found in
do
the writing which children do and should A in that grade.
4. Horn, Ernest, A Basic Writing Vocabulary ; 10,000 Words Most
Commonly Used In Writing. University of Iowa, Monographs
in Education, First Series, No. 4, Iowa City, 1926.
5. Horn, Ernest, "Validity and Reliability of Adult Writing
Vocabulary Lists," Elementary English Review, XVI,
(April 1939) 129-34.
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Nevertheless, there is a very large and significant overlap be-
tween the vocabulary of adults and that of the children of any
grade
.
Investigations concerned with spelling vocabulary have
also been made in the field of children’s themes. Such inves-
tigations have proceeded on the assumption that the words used
by school children in writing compositions should be included
in the course of study.
The early investigations of the writing vocabulary of
children were limited chiefly to the tabulation of words found
• 4.V,
6,7,8m themes
.
9
In most of these investigations such as those by Jones
,
Tidyman^ and Bauer‘S
,
frequencies are not reported.
6. Department of Superintendence, Third Yearbook
,
Chapter IV,
pp. 110-151, Department of Superintendence of the National
Education Association, Washington, D. C.
,
February 1925.
7. Horn, Ernest, '’Spelling,” Encyclopedia of Educ ational
Research, pp. 1166-1183. The Macmillan Company, New York,
1941.
8. Seegars
,
J. Conrad (Chairman) "Vocabulary Problems in the
Elementary School," Seventh Annual Research Bulletin
,
National Conference on Research in Engl I sh . Scott, Fores-
man & Co.
,
Chicago, 1939.
9. Jones, W. F.
,
Concrete Investigations of the Material of
English Spelling
. University of South Dakota,
Vermillion, 1915.
10. Tidyman, W. F. Survey of the Written Vocabularies of Public
School Children in Connecticut
,
Teachers’ Le afle t No. 15,
Bureau of Education, Washington, 1921.
11. Bauer, Nicholas, The New Orleans Public School Spelling
Lis t
,
F. F. Hansel! Bro., Ltd., New Orleans
,
1916.
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The first investigations in the field were limited in
scope and varied widely in results. The later research has
been carefully planned to avoid the earlier limitations and
defects
.
Many investigations have been made to determine the vocab-
ulary of children's themes. One of the first studies in the
field of vocabulary was that of Studley and Allison^ 12 ) who in
1914 collected and tabulated words from compositions of rural
and city children in grades three to eight inclusive. Prom
the 200,000 running words of 920 compositions, 3,459 different
words were reported.
About the best known early investigation of this kind is
that of Jones v 'in 1915. His idea was to exhaust the child's
vocabulary by having him write themes on varying topics speci-
fied by the teacher until the child failed to use any new words
in eight successive themes.
Jones collected 75,000 such themes written by 1,050 chil-
dren in grades two to eight in four states. Estimating the
running words at 15,000,000 he reported 4,532 words used by
two or more per cent of the pupils. On this basis he listed
words presumably most useful for writing, introducing some as-
pects of grade distribution. More recent studies report not
12. Studley, G. K.
,
and Allison, Ware, Common Essentials in
Spelling, Sacramento, California, State Printing Office,
1914.
13. Jones, W. P.
,
o£. cit .
.'
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only more different words secured from a smaller number of run-
ning words but also many words which were not included in the
Jones study.
~\A. *
In 1916 Bauer prepared a spelling list which was based
upon a study of 18,000 children’s themes from grades three to
eight. Pupils were required to write from one or more of
ninety assigned topics concerned with child life and activi-
ties. Approximately 2,500,000 running words were tabulated
and 19,000 different words found. In any particular grade
words used most frequently were assigned for study to the next
lower grade.
15
In 1917 and 1918 in Connecticut, Tidyman made an inves-
tigation of the writing vocabulary of children’s themes in
grades three to nine. Prom 5,000 themes, he reported 3,850
different words secured from the tabulation of the 538,000 run-
ning words of the compositions. In his tabulation, Tidyman
eliminated a number of common words. Comparing his investiga-
tion with previous investigations, Tidyman attempted to deter-
mind in groups of 1,000 the 3,000 most common words used by chil-
dren in writing themes.
1
6
Brown ^ in 1919 made an investigation in the St. Louis
schools. Prom 40,000 themes in grades four to eight Brown
selected 5,000. Topics were either suggested or approved by
14. Bauer, Nicholas, ojo. cit.
15. Tidyman, W. F.
,
op. cit.
16. Brown, Edmond f.
,
St. Louis Investigation, Unpublished.
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the teacher. The investigation reported 642 more different
words in 2,500,000 running words than Jones reported in
15,000,000 running words.
In 1924 Grace McKee'1'7 in a study of 180 themes written by
sixth grade children, found 3-329 different words in 18,958 run-
ning words. An important phase of Mrs. McKee’s investigation
is that she allowed the children to select from 387 theme top-
ics. It will be noted that although she tabulated relatively
few running words, she found relatively many different words.
This study shows us how important is the stimulus. This ap-
proach deserves more attention.
A study of the vocabulary found in the themes of rural
18
children was made by Wilmarth in 1926. Topics were sugges-
ted to stimulate the child’s vocabulary. In the 1,040 themes
received from sixth-grade rural children were found 123,238
running words and 5,068 different words. These figures show a
rather large vocabulary for sixth-grade children and seem to
indicate that the provision of topics which deal with life sit-
uations does stimulate the selection of words used.
17. McKee, Grace M.
,
Themes As a Source of Spelling Vocabulary,
Master’s Thesis, College of Education, University of Iowa,
1924, unpublished.
18. Wilmarth, Alta, The Vocabulary of Rural Children’ s Themes ,
Master’s Thesis, State University of Iowa, Iowa City,
Iowa, 1929.
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Dr. Frederick S. 3reed^ b found 7,035 different words in
five studies of children’s themes and 9,057 different words in
eleven studies of adult writing. Of these words 4,598 were
common to both lists. In analyzing the writings of children
and adults, Breed discovered closer agreement in vocabulary
than in spelling skill.
20
Vocabulary Found in Children's Letters. McKee made a
study of the vocabulary found in 2,171 letters from children in
nearly every state. He found that 6,396 different Y/ords were
used but he did not tabulate the errors or the situation in
which children write.
21Simpson in a similar study of grades one to eight, ana-
lyzed 522 letters received from thirty-nine states. Totals of
67,145 running words and 3,725 different words v/ere found.
Her conclusions were that a list of words used most frequently
by adults includes nearly all of the words so used by children,
but that if one teaches only the words used by children he will
exclude many words used frequently by adults. Also, that
words found commonly in themes include many words used rela-
19. Breed, Frederick S.
,
"What Words Should Be Taught to Spell?"
Elementary School Journal
,
Vol. 26, pp. 118-131, 202-214,
292-306, Oct.
,
Nov.
,
Dec., 1925.
20. McKee, Paul, Vocabulary of Grade Children’s Letters
,
Unpub-
lished Study of File in the Education Office, State Univer-
sity of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa.
21. Simpson, Mary J.
,
The Vocabul ary of Children’s Letters
,
Master’s Thesis, Colorado State Teachers’ College
,
Greeley,
Colorado, 1929.
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tively infrequently. Combining the children’s usage with
studies of adult usage seems most practical.
22Smith " in an analysis of the papers written by elementary
school children in connection with all subjects studied, con-
cluded that children use a larger writing vocabulary than had
been supposed.
23Fitzgerald collected from school systems in many states
3,784 letters of fourth, fifth and sixth grade children. He
secured 461,321 running words, 7,340 different words. He re-
ported a list of 2,106 words occurring eight times or more.
One of the important features of this study is the source mate-
rial.
24
Oberman used objects and pictures rather than words as a
stimuli, having 1,103 pupils from grades three to eight 'write
two themes or more upon topics suggested by pictures or objects.
Many words not included in lists with which the author compared
her findings appear in her tabulations. Her conclusions are
22. Smith, James H. ’’The Vocabulary of Children.” Bulletin of
State Teachers College
,
Vol. 29, No. 139, Oshkosh, Wiscon-
sin, January 1, 1935.
23. Fitzgerald, James A., The Vocabulary
,
Spelling Errors
,
and
Situations of Fourth
,
Fifth and Sixth Grade Children’
s
Letters, Written in Life Outside the School. Doctor’s
Thesis, State University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 1931.
24. Oberman, Margaret H.
,
A Study of the Degree to Which the
Written Vocabulary of Children Has Been Determine
d
,
Master’s Thesis, State University of Iowa, 1933, Unpub-
lished.
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that non© of the studies of children’s themes has indicated the
range of children’s written vocabulary and that varying stimuli
would produce many more words.

Summary and Purpose
These studies have shown:
1. The three or four thousand words most frequently used
by ordinary individuals in their writing.
2. The adult writing vocabulary includes a large per-
centage of that found in the writing of children.
3. That the vocabulary of children is much greater than
has often been supposed.
4. That the stimulus provided affects results completely.
5. Studies of children’s themes have not indicated the
range of children’s written vocabulary. The findings differ
widely and many of the data reported are incomplete.
Prom the above it is seen that the studies in this field
contribute a little to the content of the spelling vocabulary.
However, more data is needed on the written vocabulary of chil-
dren at each grade level to disclose the child’s needs in
spelling in that point in his development. This will provide
the most important criterion for arranging the course of study
by grades
.
The problem
,
therefore, is to add to the data now available
on the written vocabularies of children by obtaining from the
second grade children’s everyday writings in the various sub-
jects of the curriculum, a list of words which are needed as a
spelling vocabulary, and to compare the findings with standard
word lists as reported by authorities in the field.
.. 2 9b •
'
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CHAPTER II
ft
The Plan of Study
For the purpose of this investigation, the writing vocab-
ulary of 38 second grade children during the winter months of
November - March 1945-1946 were studied. These children live
in a good community and most of them come from people of aver-
age means and above.
25
Smith in his study stated that the most extensive stud-
ies that have been made previously in this field have been
based either upon children’s letters or upon the compositions
written by children. He felt that a much larger and a more
representative vocabulary could be obtained by using written
papers selected from the pupils’ daily work in the various sub-
jects of the curriculum.
The writer feels that an investigation of the daily writ-
ten work at school in different branches of learning is a bet-
ter way to determine the common words used by children in a
given grade rather than studies limited to one particular type
of written work such as children’s letters or children’s com-
positions .
For this study a record was kept of the actual writing
-vocabulary required in the second grade school work. It is a
record of words the children had to write in any situation.
/ 25. Smith, James H.
,
0£. cit .
-..
.
.
!
.
They are all the words this group needed to know how to spell
during this school year.
This list of words might be of little value to another
teacher for these were the words that this group needed to
know how to spell. It will vary somewhat from year to year
depending on the children’s interests. However, by keeping
such a list for a period of years, one could compile a speller
that would meet many of the spelling needs of that grade level.
Many of the same words would be misspelled and there would
be repetitions of many of the same words. This list will be a
good one for the writer who has no textbook or it could replace
the spelling book.
Source of Children’ s Words
There is always a need for spelling as we work on other
subjects and wish to express ourselves in writing. Many of
the words came from the reading program which is the Elson
Basic System and also from our unit study.
1. How Words Connected Wi th Reading Were Obtai ned
To replace workbooks for seatwork which were not available
for us this year, a few questions were composed on each story
in our reading book. The titles of our basic readers are,
Basic Readers, Curriculum Foundation Series, ’’Friends and
Neighbors ” Book 2 by William S. Gray and Marion Monroe, Scott
Foresman & Co. 1941 and "More Friends and Neighbors” Book 2 “by
..
.
/4
>
4
>
William S. Gray and Marion Monroe, Scott Foresman & Co. 1942.
These questions were listed on the board each day for the dif-
ferent groups. After the children read the day’s story with
the teacher, they selected a question from the board, made up
a story about it and illustrated that particular part. Some
days no questions were listed. Then the children selected
the part of the story they liked best, thought most interesting
or found the funniest and wrote about that part and illustrated
it.
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As the writer did not wish to make spelling too heavy a
burden, the words which the children might use were antici-
pated and printed on the board. Any words not on the board
/
which they wished in their study, were spelled for them. If
the teacher was not available at the minute they needed the
word, they left a blank space until she had the time to tell
them how to spell their needed words.
Since spellings were given to the children at their re-
quest, misspellings are not an issue in this study and are not
tabulated. The children did not hesitate to use a word if
they did not know the spelling as they knew the words would be
given to them freely.
The children soon felt that they should know how to spell
the words needed to answer the questions and there was a felt
need since each child in the room did this work at the level he
was reading.
At the beginning of this work, with the slowest group,
three or four sentences about the story read, were listed on
the board which the children copied and illustrated. This was
to help them with sentence structure and not to make the work
too difficult for them in the beginning.
.,
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It was not intended that the stories for this study should
be limited to the questions on the board. The questions were
offered merely to stimulate the imagination and vocabulary of
the children.
In a short time these children formed their own sentences.
The children improved from a one sentence story to stories with
many sentences.
2. Unit Study Words
Units taken were the Eskimos and Winter Safety. During
these studies words in connection with the unit were listed on
the board with the children’s help. Some of the Eskimo words
were
Eskimo ice parka icebergs
North snow suits kayak
sled land igloo polar bear
seal
After these words were determined labels, sentences and
stories were written in connection with them. When the chil-
dren drew an igloo, kayak, sled, polar bear or a northland or
fishing scene, for instance, some children labelled their pic-
tures with a word printed below the picture - others printed
stories below their pictures. At the end of the unit children
who wished wrote stories of Eskimo life. The same procedure
was carried out about Winter Safety.
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3. Spelling Words
It is quite impossible for an author of a spelling book
to meet individual needs in a given class.
In this investigation, the method of grading words is
based on the frequency with which children use the words in
their written work. This method assumes that use indicates
need; but use involves experience and instruction as well as
need.
For a spelling list this year, words were chosen from
Modern-Life Speller, Second Grade, Ayer, Oberholtzer and
Woody, Yonkers -on-Hudson, New York World Book Company.
An endeavor was made to have the words fit in with the
season. During the Winter Safety unit such words as ice,
snow, cold, north, slide, sliding, skate, skating, coast, etc.
were taken.
These words were studied with the teacher. Then as seat
work the children wrote each word three times and made a sen-
tence about each one. Again as in the writing about their
reading, the teacher helped the children with words they did
not know how to spell.
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i ^
RESULTS OP THE INVESTIGATION
Method of Tabulation
Daily written work was gathered from the children and the
following facts compiled.
1. Number of words recorded.
2. Tabulation of different words.
3. The frequency of use of each word.
4. Comparison with Henry D. Rinsland’s list,
"A Basic Vocabulary of Elementary School Children.
"
The following method of tabulation was used:
1. Each word form was recorded and its frequency.
2. List of 100 Most Commonly Used Words.
3. List of 300 additional words most frequently used.
These with list 2 may be used for a spelling list of 10 words
a week.
4. List of Proper Nouns.
Omitted from the first list are the names of people and
places which are of local interest or of doubtful usage. A
count of the proper nouns shows a total of 73 different ones.
The total frequency of occurrence is 905.
Included in the first list but also presented in separate
form are the 100 words which are used most often. Each of
these words occurred 43 times or more. The most commonly used
word is I which has a frequency of 1,958. The next most fre-
,. : O’. -1 ''
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quently used word Is a with a count of 1
?
335.
These 100 words with their repetitions make up 65 per cent
of the total number of words tabulated and 68 per cent of the
first list 'which omits Proper Nouns. All 100 words are found
in James H. Smith’s investigation. The Vocabulary of Children
and in Rinsland’s, A Basic Vocabulary of Elementary Children .
61 of the 100 most commonly used words are found in the
first 100 of the first 500 words in Rinsland's list. 96 of the
100 most commonly used words are found in the first 500 words of
Rinsland’3 list. 3 are found in the second 500 and 1 is found
in the first half of the second thousand.
Omitting the names of people and places but including the
100 most commonly used words, it is found that 23,446 running
words were tabulated and 1.076 different words counted.
These 1
?
076 words comprise the first and main list compiled
In this study. It is given here on pages 28 to 48.
A total of 301 words in the first list are used only once.
They make up 13 per cent of the running words and 28 per cent
of the different words tabulated.
.4
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Summary of Results
1. List 1
a. Number of running words recorded «... 23,446
b. Number of different words tabulated 1,076
c. Number of words found in Rinsland's,
”A Basic Vocabulary of Elementary School
Children”
1. Pound in first 500 420
2. Pound in second 500 261
d. Number of words occurring only once 302
2. List 2 100 Most Common Words
a. Total frequencies of occurrence 15,859
b. Number found in Rinsland’s, ”A Basic
Vocabulary of Elementary School Children”
1, Pound in first 500 ........... 96
2. Pound in second 500 3
3. List 3 300 Additional words most frequently used.
These with list 2 (400 in all) may be used
for a spelling list of 10 words a week.
4. List 4 Proper Nouns
a. Number of proper nouns found 73
b. Total frequencies of occurrence 905
.•
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Entire Tabulation Running Different
a. Number of Words Words
1 . Regular list 23 , 446 1,076
2. 100 Most Common Words 15,859 100
3. 300 Next Most Common 300
4. Proper Nouns 905 73
5. Total Words 24,351 1,149
“1 • *'
.
a
The Word Lists
List of All Words Omitting the Proper Nouns
List of 100 Most Commonly Used Words
List of 300 Additional Words Most Frequently Used.
(These with list 2 may be used for a spelling list
of 10 words a week).
List of Proper Nouns
):
.
-io: r c
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List 1
The following list on pages 28 to 48 includes the 100 most
commonly used words but omits proper nouns. P. refers to fre-
quency in this tabulation. The credit marking under R. indi-
cates the position in Rinsland’s list. The number on the
right tells in what 100 the word occurs, a small a or b shows
whether the word is in the first 500 or the second 500 of the
indicated 1000 and the number on the left tells in what thou-
sand the word is found.
lal means (reading from right to left) the first one hun-
dred of the first five hundred of the first one thousand.
lbl means the first one hundred of the second five hundred
of the first one thousand.
2a means the first half of the second thousand.
V.
.
List I
List of All Words Omitting the Proper Nouns
WORD P. R. WORD F f R.
a 1335 lal animals 5 Ia4
about 4 la 2 another 1 la.4
ache 1 2b answer 1 2a
acros s 3 la5 any 1 la 4
afraid 5 lb4 anyway 1 2b
after 62 la2 apple 36 la 3
again 8 la3 apples 32 la 2
against 2 3a are 63 lal
airplane 10 la 4 arithmetic 1 lb2
ai rplane s 1 lb4 arm 54 2a
airport 1 lb4 around 7 la3
all 50 lal as 3 la3
all right 1 2b ask 3 lbl
almost 2 lbl asked 7 lb 2
alone 2 lb3 asleep 2 lbl
along 3 la4 at 38 lal
always 4 la4 ate 14 la3
am 139 lal aunt 1 lb 4
amputated 1 — aunt T s 1 2b
an 91 Ia2 aunty 1 —
and 269 lal away 69 Ia2
animal 5 lb 3 awful 2 2b
x X
X
babies 2 lbl bed 24 la 2
baby 50 la2 bedroom 1 2a
baby T s 2 2b bedside 1 —
back 11 la2 bee 2 Ib2
bad 5 la 4 been 5 la 2
bag 25 lab bees 2 lb 5
bags 4 lb5 before 2 la4
bake 1 2a behind 2 lb3
baked 1 2b bell 48 la5
baking 1 2b bells 3 lb 4
ball 34 lal best 4 la3
balloon 21 2a bicycle 1 la4
balloons 2 4a big 46 lal
balls 2 lb3 bi ggest 3 3a
bang 1 2a bills 1 3b
banged 1 1 bird 5 1 a2
bank 2 lb2 birds 11 la3
barn 5 la4 birthday 39 la5
barnyard 2 2b bit 5 lb 2
baske t 3 lb3 black 8 lal
bath 43 lb 3 blew 2 2a
be 14 lal blindfold 1 —
bear 43 la 2 blocks 1 lb 3
bears 5 la3 blow 6 lb4
beautiful 3 la4 bl owi ng 3 2a
because 15 la2 blubber 3 —

3o.
blue 9 la2 t)rought 3 La3
bluebirds 8 3b l)rown 3 La2
blue jay 3 2b mg 1 2b
Doat 43 la3 mild 2 lb 2
boats 7 lb 3 milt 1 lb4
boiled 1 2b bump 5 3a
bone 1 lb5 bumped 8 3a
book 43 la2 bumpety 3
—
books S la 2 bundle 1 1
bottom 1 2a bundles 1 1
bought 13 la4 Dunnie s 2 lb4
bow wow 2 lb5 bunny 41 lbl
DOX 7 la2 burn 2 2a
boxes 1 lb 2 burned 1 3a
boy 49 lal burning 1 3a
iboys 21 la2 bush 1 2a
bread 37 la 4 busy 4 lb 3
break 5 2b but 20 lal
brick 1 3a butter 52 la5
bridge 2 2b buy 14 la 4
bring 127 lal by 18 la3
bringing 2 2b cabbage 10 lb 5
broke 42 lbl cabbages 1 3b
broken 1 lb5 cage 2 lb 2
bro ther 8 la2 cages 1
4a
brothers 1 lb2 cake 26 la
4

cakes 1 lb 3 chattering 3 —
calf 26 lb2 chicken 3 1 b2
call 1 la5 children 108 la2
called 6 la4 chimne y 5 lb2
calling 1 2a chinny- chin- chin 1 —
came 57 lal chocolate 1 2b
can 92 lal chop 2 3a
candy 53 1 a2 chopped 1 3a
cane 1 2a Christmas 28 lal
can't 2 lbl circus 30 lb 2
car 51 la2 city 13 la5
card 34 lb2 class 31 lb 3
care 2 lbl clean 46 la4
cars 8 la5 cleaned 2 2a
cat 18 lal cleaning 2 3a
catch 4 la4 cl e ans 3 3a
cat ' s 1 3a clear 1 2b
caught 4 la5 climb 2 lb 3
ceiling 2 — climbed 15 2a
cent 7 lb 4 climbing 1 4a
cents 36 la5 clock 30 lb 2
chase 1 2a clothes 16 la3
chased 3 3b clown 1 2a
chatter 2 4a cluck 3 2b
chatterbox 6 — coast 1 2b
chattered 3 — co as ting 5 2b
0; J.i
coat 4 la2 cousin 2
cock 1 — cow 5
cock-a-doodle- cows 2
doo 8 —
crack 1
cold 39 Ia3
crazy 1
collie 1 3a
cream 1
color 1 la5
crow 25
come 27 lal
cry 2
comes 4 la2
crying 7
coming 6 la2
cut 9
conductor 3 3a
cuts 1
cook 33 lb2
dancing 1
cooked 3 2b
dark 6
cookie s 7 lb5
day 95
cooking 1 2a
days 6
cooks 3 2b
dear 45
cooky 42 3a
deep 1
cool 3 2a
deer 6
corn 1 la4
detour 7
corner 1 lb3
dickory-dock 1
corners 2 3a
did 76
co rnfi eld 1 —
didn’
t
9
could 8 1 a2
couldn’
t
9 lb5 dig 1
count 1 2b digging 4
counting 1 1 dinner 12
country 16 la5 dirty 1
Ibl
la 2
la3
2b
4a
lb4
3b
lbl
2a
la5
2b
2a
lbl
lal
la4
lal
lb5
lbl
lal
la5
lb 3
3b
la4
2a
iilai oo
V •
di sh 5 2a ducks 1 lb 4
dishes 1 la4 dug 20 2b
do 79 lal each 25 la4
does 3 la3 ear 4 la5
dog 98 lal early 6 lb2
dogs 8 la3 easy 1 2b
dog »
s
1 lbl eat 32 lal
doing 35 Ibl eating 4 lbl
doll 61 lal egg 3 lbl
dolls 12 la3 eggs 21 la3
dolly 1 2a electric 9 lb 2
done 2 la4 el ephant 20 lbl
don’
t
8 la3 elephants 5 2a
door 18 la3 else 1 2a
down 89 la2 end 31 la 5
downtown 2 2a Eskimo 7 —
drake 1 — Eskimos 19 —
draw 2 Ib2 evergreen 2 2a
dress 3 la2 every 29 la 2
dressed 2 lb3 everyday 20 2a
drilling 1 — everyone 1 la 5
drink 2 Ia4 everything 1 lb4
drove 1 2a everytime 1 3b
drum 34 la5 everywhere 10 2a
drums 1 2b eye 31 lb 4
duck 14 lbl eyes 7 la3

face 40 lbl finding 2 3b
faces 1 3a fine 2 1 a2
fall 14 la5 fire 43 la3
fallen 1 1 fireman 4 lb3
falling 2 lb5 first 43 la3
family 17 2a fish 7 la 3
far 2 1 a5 fi shing 4 lb4
farm 17 la5 five 17 la3
fast 8 la3 fix 1 2a
faster 6 2b fixed 1 2b
fat 1 la3 fl ag 1 1 a5
father 40 la2 f1 ew 1 lbl
fathers 1 2a floor 1 lbl
February 38 2a fly 2 la3
fed 12 lb 4 flying 1 lb 3
feed 3 la3 followed 3 2a
feeding 3 2a foilowing 1 3b
feet 1 la4 food 15 la3
fell 79 la4 fool 1 3a
fence 4 lb4 fooled 1 1
few 1 lb2 foot 34 lb 2
field 3 lb 4 football 3 la5
fifth 2 2b for 104 lal
fifty 2 2b fo rget 3 lbl
filled 2 lb3 forgets 1 —
find 4 la3 forgot 3 2a
J4-

fort 1 4a girl 36 lal
found 14 la3 girls 18 la2
four 12 la2 give 9 1 a2
fox 4 la4 giving 1 3a
Friday 1 lb2 glad 46 la3
friend 3 la3 glass 39 lb 5
friendly 1 2a go 127 lal
friends 6 1 a5 goat 27 la5
friend’
s
1 — goats 12 2a
frightened 7 2a goes 6 1 a3
from 40 lal going 83^ •- lal
front 4 lbl gone 6 lbl
full 5 lb 2 good 35 lal
fun 21 la2 good-by 12 2a
funnier 1 — goose 37 2b
funny 10 Ia4 got 126 lal
fur 2 la5 grade 2 lal
furs 1 3a grandfather 2 lb2
galloping 1 2b grandfather’
s
6 2a
game 14 la4 grandmother 1 la 4
games 1 la5 grandmother ' s 2 2a
garden 9 la4 grass 13 la4
gardens 1 2b gray 2 la4
gave 8 la2 green 24 la2
get 47 lal ground 10 la3
getting 5 la4 grow 1 1 a3
r
grunt 2 — here 19 la2
gun 2 Ia3 herself 1 3a
had 128 lal hickory 1 3b
hair 2 la4 hi de 1 2a
half 2 lb 4 hiding 2 3a
hand 12 1 a4 high 4 la5
handkerchief 1 2b highway 1 1
hands 37 lb 2 hill 43 la3
happened 1 2a him 15 lal
happy 24 1 a2 hirns elf 1 2a
hard 4 la4 his 75 lal
has 23 lal hit 7 lbl
have 475 lal hog 4 2b
havi ng 1 lbl hogs 1 1
he 133 lal hole 30 lbl
head 78 la3 home 67 lal
heads 1 2b homes 1 3a
hear 2 lbl honey 3 lb3
heard 10 la5 honk 1
heart 1 2b honked 1 —
held 1 2a honking 2 —
hello 7 2a hope 1 Ia2
help 24 la3 horn 1 lb3
helped 16 lbl horse 19 la3
hen 6 la3 horse ’
s
1 —
her 52 lal horses 2 lbl

Ia4la5hot
house
how
huff
huffed
hug
hungry
hunt
hunt ing
hurt
hurts
I
ice
ice-cream
igloo
igloos
I'll
I'm
in
interesting
into
Invite
is
isn’t
it
it’
s
93 lal
40 lal
3 —
1 —
3 4a
2 2a
4 lb2
1 lb2
39 la5
6 1
1958 lal
13 lao
3 lb3
11 2a
8 2a
17 ib3
10 la4
262 lal
1 2a
20 la3
1 3a
424 lal
1 2a
137 lal
2 lb2
its
I've
joke
jolly
jumped
just
kayak
keep
kept
kick
kitten
kittens
kitty
knew
knocked
know
ladder
ladies
lady
last
late
laughed
lay
learning
leaves
left
4
1
1
9
19
4
2
13
1
1
36
1
5
1
2
16
9
1
1
3
3
3
4
1
22
1
2a
3a
lb 4
lb 2
1 ao
la4
2a
2a
la3
lbl
Ibl
2a
2a
la2
3a
2b
lb5
la2
lb 5
lb 4
lb 3
2a
la5
la3
'• >1
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leg 42 lb2 lot 16 la4
let 6 la4 lots 4 ia3
let ! s 1 lb5 loud 1 2a
letter 71 la3 love 12 la2
letters 3 la5 mad 2 2a
licking 2 1 made 42 lal
light 3 la5 magi c 4 3b
lights 3 lbl make 4 lal
like 235 lal making 10 la4
liked 30 la4 mama 1 lb3
likes 3 lal man 62 lal
lilies 2 2a many 5 la2
line 9 lb5 matter 3 2b
listen 1 2a may 29 la4
listening 3 3b maybe 1 lb5
little 135 lal me I .46 lal
live 24 la2 mean 2 lb4
lived 20 1 a3 meant 1 1
lives 2 la3 meat 35 la3
loaf 1 1 meet 1 lb 4
long 3 la2 men 7 la3
longest 1 — me rry 17 la 4
look 18 Ia3 merry-go-round 18 2b
looked 11 la4 met 10 lb4
looking 3 la5 mew 1 lb5
los t 6 la5 middle 1 2b
•-)2
Si
might 1 lb2 must 1 la.5
milk 11 lal my 448 lal
milkman 1 lb5 name 11 lal
mill 1 lb 4 named 2 la3
mind 1 2a nap 1 2a
mine 1 lb 4 near 1 la5
Miss 7 la 2 neat 1 2a
money 10 1 bl neck 40 lb4
month 1 lb5 need 3 2a
moo 2 2b neighbors 6 2b
morning 11 la2 nest 12 la 4
most 1 la5 net 1 2b
mother 192 lal new 18 la 2
mother T s 3 lb5 next 6 la4
mothers 1 lb3 nice 1 la2
mous e 35 lb3 nickname 1
mouse ’
s
2 — night 10 la2
mouth 1 Ib2 nine 3 lb2
move 3 2a no 21 la2
moved 2 2a, nodded 1 —
movies 1 3b noise 2 Ib3
moving 4 lb5 north 2 2a
Mr. 18 la5 nose 34 Ibl
Mrs
.
74 la 5 not 302 lal
much 3 la2 now 8 la2
mud 36 2a nut 36 2a

II
nuts 2 la4 paper 3 la5
oak 10 2b parade 4 lb 3
o ’ clock 1 lb2 park 9 lb2
of 181 lal parts 1 2b
off 23 la3 party 20 la.4
oh 6 la4 pass 33 lb4
old 25 la2 passed 1 2b
on 172 lal pa st 4 2a
once 3 la2 pay 1 lb5
one 101 lal peas 1 2a
opened 2 lb4 pecking 1 -not used
other 2 la2 peep 12 lb5
our 2 la2 peeped 1 3b
out 70 lal pennies 7 2b
outdoors 5 2a penny 11 2a
over 6 la2 people 6 la2
own 18 lb2 pet 15 lal
page 1 2a pets 7 lbl
pa id 2 2b pick 3 lb3
paint 2 lbl picked 5 lb 5
painted 9 lb 4 picking 3 2b
painting 1 2a picture 6 la 4
pair 3 la3 pictures 2 la 5
pairs 1 2b pie 3 lbl
pan 38 lb3 piece 7 lbl
pancakes 1 1 pies 3 2a
10 :
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rabbit 51 la2 ring 36 la5
rabbits 6 la4 ringing 2 2a
race 1 lb2 rings 3 2a
rain 35 la4 road 14 lb 2
rained 3 2b robin 13 la3
raining 6 lb3 robins 2 lbl
rainy 2 2a rock 31 lb3
rake 1 3a rode 2 lbl
raked 7 1 roll 2 lb2
ran 62 la2 rolled 8 2a
rang 2 2b roller 7 2b
rat 1 la3 rolling 1 3b
read 7 la2 roof 2 2b
reading 1 la5 room 34 la2
ready 10 la5 rooster 23 2a
real 1 lb3 roosters 1 2b
really 1 3a round 1 la5
red 14 lal run 8 lal
remember 1 2b running 2 lbl
remembered 1 -not used runs 1 la3
rest 1 lb2 said 42 la2
resting 4 -not used sailing 2 2b
ride 32 la2 sang 1 lb5
riding 3 lb2 Santa 7 lb5
rifle 1 3a Santa Claus 34 lal
right 7 la4 sat 12 la3
n
Saturday 5 la5 ships 1 2a
saw 128 lal shoe 2 2a
say 10 la4 shoes 8 la3
saying 2 2b shook 1 -not used
says 4 lbl shoot 4 lb4
scare 1 2a short 10 2a
scarecrow 7 1 shorter 1 4a
scared 6 2b shortest 3 1
school 75 lal shot 27 lb2
schoolhouse 4 4a should 3 lbl
schoolroom 1 3b shouted .1 3b
Sco ttie 1 not listed shovel 20 3a
seal 3 lb 4 shoveled 1 -not used
seals 6 lb 3 shoveling 3 4a
second 1 la.2 show 9 la 4
see 129 lal sick 6 la 5
seeds 5 lbl side 1 la 5
sell 4 lb 3 sidewalk 2 lb5
selling 1 3a sign 16 3a
send 29 lbl sister 9 la2
sent 6 lbl sit 1 la5
seven 2 la 5 sitting 2 lb4
seventy-five 1 1 six 1 la3
she 48 lal skate 1 lb 5
shelf 1 3b skated 3 3b
ship 30 lb2 skating 14 lb4
•bS?
d-on
skiing 1 2a snowball 1 2a
skin 2 lbl snowed 1 lb5
skip 15 3a snowfort 3 not listed
skunk 1 -not used snowhous e 2 not listed
sky 1 lb2 snowing 11 lb 4
sled 27 la2 snow man 16 lbl
sleds 5 2a so 10 lal
sleep 2 la3 soap 37 lb 5
sleeping 4 2b soft 34 lb 2
sleeps 1 lb2 sold 2 lbl
sleepy 11 2b some 173 lal
sleigh 1 lb 2 something 31 la 4
sli de 33 lal sometime 2 lb4
sliding 44 lb4 soon 2 la 2
sling shot 1 not listed sore 2 3a
slippers 1 lb 5 sorry 5 lb 2
slov; 9 3b spears 5 2b
slower 2 -not used spelling 3 la 4
slowly 1 4a spot 2 165
small 1 la4 spring 2 la4
smart 1 lb4 squirrel 30 lb 2
smile 1 3a squirrel ’
s
2 not listed
smil ed 1 1 squirrels 1 lb 2
smiling 1 2a stamp 39 lb 4
snivfed 2 3a stamped 3 -not used
snow 53 la 2 standing 1 2a
'c
• •
stars 1 2a suddenly 1 2b
started 6 15
1
suits 1 2a
starting 1 1 summer 4 la4
stay 52 la5 sun 6 la4
stayed 5 lb3 Sunday 8 la4
steam 7 2b supper 37 lb3
steam shovel 1 3b surprise 3 lbl
step 1 lbl surprised 3 2a
still 1 lbl swim 1 la4
sting 1 3b swish 1 3a
stole 7 3b table 1 ls.3
stomach 1 3a tail 8 la4
stop 6 lbl take 62 la2
stopped 11 154 takes 1 lbl
store 1 15 la2 taking 2 2a
stores 2 2b talk 8 lb2
stories 1 lb 4 talked 13 2a
storm 2 2b talking 2 2a
story 33 la3 tap 3 2a
straw 10 2a teacher 2 la2
street 35 la3 teaching 1 3a
street car 3 2b telegram 1 4a
string 9 lb3 telephone 6 lb4
strings 1 3b tell 38 la4
stuck 1 3a telling 1 2b
stung 4 3b ten 16 la 4
.'
*
thank 1 la3 ting-a-ling 4 not listed
that 31 lal tiny 1 2a
that* s 1 lb3 tipped 2 3b
the 1651 lal tired 4 2a
their 81 la2 to 661 lal
theirs 1 -not used today 19 la2
them 3 lal told 8 la3
then 17 lal too 33 lal
there 35 lal took 56 la 2
they 96 lal top 4 lb2
thing 1 la5 town 7 la2
things 11 la2 toy 4 la3
think 6 la2 toys 38 la2
thinking 3 2b train 28 la 2
third 4 lb3 tree 66 lal
this 86 lal trick 1 2a
thos e 1 2b tried 20 lb2
thought 8 lbl trip 3 lbl
three 58 la2 trot 6 3b
threw 3 lb5 trots 3 not listed
through 1 la4 truck 1 la5
tick-took 3 not listed true 1 3b
tied 1 2a trying 4 2a
time 16 lal turn 1 lb 4
times 1 lbl turned 2 lb4
tin 31 2a twelve 1 2a
'
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two 99 la2 walk 18 la4
umbrella 4 lb4 walked 20 lb 4
uncle 24 lbl walking 6 lb2
under 22 la3 want 131 lal
United States 33 not listed wanted 56 la3
until 2 2b wants 2 la4
up 85 lal war 1 2a
us 1 lal warm 2 la5
us e 4 2a was 290 lal
used 8 la5 wash 12 lbl
uses 1 4a washed 1 3b
valentine 48 lb2 washing 1 2b
valentines 14 lb5 watch 1 la4
vegetables 2 lb 3 watched 2 2a
very 13 lal water 3 la2
visit 3 lbl waved 1 3b
visited 3 2b way 25 la4
voice 1 2b we 28 lal
wag 4 1 wear 1 la5
wagging 1 not listed weeds 3 4a
wagon 11 la3 week 31 lbl
wait 3 2a weeks 1 lb5
waited 1 2a well 3 la2
waiting 4 lb4 went 294 lal
wake 8 2a we * re 1 2a
waked 4 1 were 53 la2
'•
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List 2
100 Most Commonly Used Words

List 2
100 Most Commonly Used Words
WORD P. R. WORD P. R.
a 1335 lal children 108 Ia2
after 62 la2 clean 46 la4
all 50 lal day 95 lal
am 139 lal dear 45 lal
an 91 la2 did 76 lal
and 269 lal do 79 lal
are 63 lal dog 98 lal
arm 54 2a doll 61 lal
away 69 la2 down 89 la 2
baby 50 la2 fell 79 la 4
bath 43 lb3 fire 43 la4
bell 48 la5 first 43 la3
big 45 lal for 104 lal
boat 43 la3 get 47 lal
book 43 la2 glad 46 la3
boy 49 lal go 127 lal
bring 127 lal going 83 lal
butter 52 la5 got 126 lal
came 57 lal had 128 lal
can 92 lal have 475 lal
candy 53 la2 he 133 lal
car 51 la2 head 78 la3

her 52 lal saw 128 lal
hill 43 la3 school 75 lal
his 75 lal see 129 lal
home 67 lal she 48 lal
hous e 93 lal sliding 44 lb4
I 1958 lal snow 53 la2
in 262 lal some 173 lal
is 424 lal stay 52 la5
it 137 lal store 115 la2
letter 71 la3 take 62 la2
like 235 lal the 1651 lal
little 135 lal their 81 la2
man 62 lal they 96 lal
me 146 lal this 86 lal
mother 192 lal three 58 la2
Mrs
,
74 la5 to 661 lal
my 448 lal took 56 la2
not 302 lal tree 66 lal
of 181 lal two 99 la2
on 172 lal up 85 lal
one 101 lal valenti ne 48 lb2
out 70 lal want 131 lal
please 72 la2 wanted 56 la3
put 54 la2 was 290 lal
rabbit 51 la2 went 29 4 lal
ran 62 la2 were 58 la2
Boston University
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when 54 lal with 94
will 67 lal you 316
lal
lal

List 3
300 Additional Most Frequently
Used Words

List 3
300 Additional Most Frequently Used Words
WORD F. WORD F. WORD F.
about 4 bear 43 brother 8
afraid 5 bears 5 bump 5
again 8 bed 24 bumped 8
airplane 10 been 5 bunny 41
always 4 best 4 busy 4
animal 5 bird 5 but 20
animals 5 birds 12 buy 14
apple 36 birthday 39 by 18
apples 36 bit 5 cabbage 10
around 7 black 8 cake 26
asked 7 blow 6 calf 26
at 34 blue 9 called 6
ate 14 bluebirds 8 card 34
back 11 boats 7 cars 8
bad 5 books 6 cat 18
bag 25 bought 13 catch 14
bags 4 box 7 caught 4
ball 34 boys 21 cents 36
balloon 21 bread 37 chatterbox 6
barn 5 break 5 chimney 5
be 14 broke 42 Christmas 28
6>
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circus 30 detour 7 everyday 20
city 13 didn’
t
9 everywhere 10
class 31 digging 4 eye 31
cl imbed 15 dinner 12 eyes 7
clock 30 dish 5 face 40
clothes 16 dogs 8 fall 14
coasting 5 doing 35 family 17
coat 4 dolls 12 farm 17
cock-a-doodle-c .oo 8 don’t 8 fast 8
cold 39 door 18 faster 6
come 27 drum 34 father 40
comes 4 duck 14 February 38
coming 6 dug 20 fell 79
cook 33 each 25 fence 4
cookies 7 ear 4 find 4
cooky 42 early 6 fireman 4
could 8 eat 32 fish 7
couldn’ t 9 eating 4 fishing 4
country 16 eggs 21 five 17
cow 5 electric 9 food 15
crow 25 elephant 20 foot 34
crying 7 elephants 5 found 14
cut 9 end 31 four 12
dark 6 Eskimo 7 fox 4
days 6 Eskimos 19 friends 6
deer 6 every 29 frightened 7
. W\ . £ V
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from 40 has 23 kitten 36
front 4 heard 10 kitty 5
full 5 hello 7 know 16
fun 21 help 24 ladder 9
funny 10 helped 16 leave 22
game 14 hen 6 leg 42
garden 9 here 19 let 6
gave 8 high 4 liked 30
girl 36 him 15 line 9
girls 18 hit 7 live 24
give 9 hog 4 lived 20
glass 39 hole 30 look 18
goat 27 horse 19 looked 11
goats 12 how 40 los t 6
goes 6 hunt 4 lot 16
good 35 hurt 39 love 12
good-by 12 hurts 6 made 42
goose 37 igloos 8 making 10
grandfather f s 6 I’ll 17 many 5
grass 13 I ’m 10 may 29
green 24 into 20 meat 35
ground 10 its 4 men 7
hand 12 jolly 9 merry 17
hands 37 jumped 19 merry-go-round 18
happy 24 just 4 met 10
hard 4 keep 13 milk 11
•
.
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Mis s 7 park 9 president 38
money 10 party 20 puff 8
morning 11 pass 34 pulled 13
mouse 35 peep 12 puppy 5
Mr. 18 pennies 7 quick 6
mud 36 penny 11 rabbits 6
name 11 people 6 rain 35
neck 40 pet 15 raining 6
neighbors 6 pets 7 raked 7
nest 12 picked 5 read 7
new 18 picture 6 ready 10
next 6 piece 7 red 14
night 10 Pig 16 ride 32
no 21 pillow 7 right 7
nose 34 play 38 ring 36
now 8 played 18 road 14
nut 36 playing 16 robin 13
oak 10 pleasant 9 rock 31
off 23 pocket 9 rolled 8
oh 6 policeman 11 roller 7
old 25 pony 16 room 34
outdoors 5 porridge 12 rooster 23
over 6 pot 20 run 8
own 18 potato 18 said 42
pan 38 potatoes 6 Santa 7
painted 9 present 7 sat 12

L.
J
Saturday 5 soap 37 that 31
say 10 soft 34 time 16
scarecrow 7 s ome thing 31 then 17
scared 6 sorry 5 there 35
seals 6 spears 5 things 11
seeds 5 squirrel 30 think 6
send 29 stamp 39 thought 8
sent 6 started 6 tin 31
ship 30 stayed 5 today 19
shoes 8 steam 7 too 33
short 10 stole 7 town 7
shot 27 stop 6 toys 38
show 9 stopped 11 train 28
shovel 20 story 33 tried 20
sick 6 straw 10 trot 6
sign 16 street 35 Uncle 24
sister 9 string 9 under 22
skating 14 sun 6 United States 38
skip 15 Sunday 8 used 8
sled 27 supper 37 valentines 14
sleds 5 tail 8 very 13
sleepy 11 talk 8 wagon 11
slide 33 talked 13 wake 8
slow 9 telephone 6 walked 20
snowing 11 tell 38 walking 6
snowman 16 ten 16 wash 12

way 25 window 6 woodpecker 15
we 28 winter 36 work 7
week 31 wish 33 wo rke d 19
what 39 woke 7 working 5
where 9 wolf 33 would 11
•white 20 woman 7 yard 5
who 27 wonderful 9 yellow 25
why 8 wood 36 yes 9
win 30

List 4
Proper Nouns
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List 4
Proper Nouns
WORD F. WORD F.
Al 2 David’
s
3
Alice 26 Dick 14
Ann 45 Donald 1
Ann’s 5 Doodle 2
Bee 8 Dorothy 1
Bell 1 Ellen 21
Betsy-Lee 3 Ell en’ s 2
Betty 18 Gray 4
Betty’s 5 George Washington 38
Bill 2 Harvey 2
Billy 80 Hill 32
Billy’s 1 Hill’s 7
Black 7 Highland 1
Bobby 30 Jack 35
Bobby ’
s
1 Jack’
s
1
Brown 1 Jane 7
Brown’ 4 Jane ’ 1
Buzz 12 Jerry 3
Carl 2 Jill 9
Carl ’
s
9 Jim 46
David 8 Jimmy 1
’'
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WORD F. WORD F.
Jim’s 5 Paul 3
Joan 1 Patty 6
Joe 33 Peter 32
Joe ’ s 2 Peter '
s
5
John 40 Roy 2
Johnny 45 Sally 29
John’
s
9 Sally’s 2
Lynn 1 Sampson 1
Mary’s 1 Susan 1
Massachusetts 1 Tim 15
May 1 Tom 42
Molly 23 Tom’
s
1
Nancy 30 Wee 30
Nancy’s 1 Wood 2
New Hampshire 1 Zeke 34
..
CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSI ONS
In this study an attempt was made to develop a list of
words from the daily writings of second grade children during
a five month period from which a functional spelling vocabulary
may be determined.
The summary of the findings given in Chapter III need not
be repeated here. This chapter will be restricted principally
to an interpretation of the data already presented, the limita-
tions of the study, and suggestions for further research.
24,351 running words were tabulated and 1,149 different
words were recorded. The 100 most commonly used words with a
frequency of occurrence of 15,859 comprise 65 per cent of the
total number of words counted.
A. Interpretation of Findings
On the basis of the findings of this investigation the
following conclusions seem justified:
1. Not many studies have been done of second grade chil-
dren^ writings. Those studies that have been carried out do
not adequately indicate the range of the written vocabulary of
children of haat age.
2. This investigation shows that children use a much
larger vocabulary in their daily written work at school than
the vocabularies which have been reported in some previous
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investigations. Some of those studies were limited to one
particular type of written work such as children’s letters or
children’s compositions.
Dr. W. P. Jones in his study of 75,000 children’s compo-
sitions reported 15,000,000 running words and only 4,532 dif-
ferent words. Dr. W. F. Tidyman reported that only 3,850
different words were used in 5,000 themes containing 538,500
running words. Dr. J. A. Fitzgerald found 7,485 different
words and expressions and 461,321 running words in 3,184 per-
sonal letters written by children in grades four, five and six.
The occurrence of 1J.49 different words in 24,351 running
words tabulated does not indicate a limited vocabulary even
considering the age of second grade children and their compara-
tive unfamiliarity with written forms.
3. Although spelling is not an issue in this study as
the writer felt it best to spell the word for the child when he
asked for it so not to inhibit him and cut down his us e of
words. Errors in spelling could be greatly reduced in number
if the 100 commonly used words are stressed in the teaching of
second gra.de spelling and provision made for their learning.
4. The reading and speaking vocabulary of a child are
known to be larger than his spelling vocabulary. For that
reason the children of second grade who are given an enriched
course of study will have need for many words which the chil-
dren can not spell.
5. In this investigation, the method of grading words is
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—based on the frequency with which the children use the words
in their written work. This method assumes that use indicates
need; but use involves experience and instruction as well as
need. The method has some value but it should not be employed
as the only basis upon which wo rds are to be graded. Studies
of errors indicate that some words are very frequently mis-
spelled by children and it would be extremely helpful to coun-
teract such misspellings by adequate instruction in the words
at the grades where needed.
At first no instruction in spelling was to be given during
this investigation as just free writing was to be considered
but then it was decided a tabulation of all the writing done in
school would give a clearer picture of second grade writing
vocabulary. It was also felt that spelling was needed and. the
children would lose too much without it. Possibly the spell-
ing words chosen influenced the list but then again it was a
study of the daily written work required in connection with
their work and not just free writing.
6. It is believed that the 100 words which occurred with
the greatest frequency have been determined with a fair degree
of acccuracy because of the large number of them common to the
Rinsland list.
7. The reading vocabulary of children is an Important
factor in the writing done in school.
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B. Suggestions for Further Research
1. Since there is a lack of agreement in the findings,
particularly of word lists, there is still need for further
investigations of child writing in school at various grade
levels
.
2. A study could be made of the everyday writings of
second grade children for the year. (This investigation was
for a period of 5 months.) An inquiry might be made in sev-
eral cities in various sections of the country as a contribu-
tion to the eventual solution of this problem.
3. From studies made, the findings of children’s every-
day school writings might be compared with spelling texts,
standard tests, workbooks and also vocabularies in reading
books now in use. Then a grade placement of these words actu-
ally used in children’s everyday writing could be made in
courses of study.
..
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